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New Line Cinema Celebrates Its 40th Anniversary With a Gala Benefit 
for The Film Society of Lincoln Center 

A Star-Studded Tribute During The New York Film Festival on Friday, 
October 5; Gala Marks Biggest Benefit In the History of The Film 
Society 

NEW YORK (May 22, 2007) --The Film Society of Lincoln Center will salute 
New Line Cinema’s 40 years of extraordinary moviemaking at a black-tie 
gala to benefit the Film Society’s campaign to build a new film center.  On 
Friday, October 5, during the 45th New York Film Festival, New Line 
Cinema’s Co-Chairmen and Co-CEOs Bob Shaye and Michael Lynne will 
host a star-studded evening at the Frederick P. Rose Hall, home of Jazz at 
Lincoln Center in the Time Warner Center. 

“We are honored to celebrate New Line Cinema’s anniversary,” says 
Claudia Bonn, Executive Director of the Film Society.  “Their leadership 
and unprecedented generosity opens the door for greater participation of 
the film industry as a whole in completing our vital capital campaign.” 

The gala marks the biggest benefit in the history of the Film Society. All 
proceeds will go to the In Motion capital building campaign for the new 
Elinor Bunin-Munroe Film Center.  The evening will include a celebration 
of New Line’s cinematic achievements, plus a sneak peek of the highly 
anticipated The Golden Compass, starring Nicole Kidman and Daniel 
Craig, and directed by Chris Weitz. Based on the first novel of the 
bestselling His Dark Materials trilogy by Philip Pullman, The Golden 
Compass will be released worldwide on Dec. 7, 2007. 

“The Film Society is a passionate and influential champion of world 
cinema,” comment Shaye and Lynne.  “As New Line celebrates its 40th 
anniversary, we feel the best way to commemorate this occasion is to 
support the capital building campaign for this cultural institution.” 

The new Elinor Bunin-Munroe Film Center, scheduled to open early 2010, 
will dramatically increase the Film Society’s programming capabilities by 
adding two new screens and a public amphitheater, complementing its 
existing Walter Reade Theater.  The new film center will be the 
cornerstone of the Film Society’s participation in the redevelopment of 
the Lincoln Center campus. 

New Line and the Film Society began their collaboration in the early 
1970s when the studio served as the technical producers of the “Movies 



in the Park” series, a summer program that screened films for free to the 
public in parks in all five boroughs of New York. 

Throughout the years, New Line has been a part of the New York Film 
Festival with films such as About Schmidt, Short Cuts, Boogie Nights and 
last year’s Little Children.  The studio is also known for Austin Powers, 
Rush Hour, A Nightmare on Elm Street, Wedding Crashers, as well as the 
Academy Award-winning The Lord of the Rings trilogy.   

Contributors who donate $100,000 and above for New Line Cinema’s 
40th Anniversary Gala to Benefit the Film Society of Lincoln Center 
will be given permanent name recognition in the Elinor Bunin-Munroe 
Film Center and will be invited to a attend a special preview screening of 
The Golden Compass prior to the worldwide opening.  Tickets to the gala 
begin at $2500, with packages including extra privileges available at 
higher levels.   

The 45th Annual New York Film Festival will take place from Sept. 28 – 
Oct. 14, 2007. 

For more information on the gala benefit, call (212) 581-2646 or email 
NLCGala@grovesdev.com. 

MEDIA CONTACTS: 
The Film Society of Lincoln Center  
Jeanne R. Berney, (212) 875-5416, jberney@filmlinc.com 

Ines Aslan, (212) 875-5625, iaslan@filmlinc.com 

About The Film Society of Lincoln Center 

The Film Society of Lincoln Center was founded in 1969 to celebrate 
American and international cinema, to recognize and support new 
directors, and to enhance the awareness, accessibility and understanding 
of film.  Advancing this mandate today, the Film Society hosts two 
distinguished festivals: the New York Film Festival, which annually 
premieres the best films from around the world and has introduced likes 
of François Truffaut, R.W. Fassbinder, Jean-Luc Godard, Pedro Almodóvar, 
Martin Scorsese, and Wong Kar-Wai to the United States, and New 
Directors/New Films, co-presented by the Museum of Modern Art, which 
focuses on emerging film talents.  Since 1972 when the Film Society 
honored Charles Chaplin, the annual Gala Tribute celebrates an actor, 
filmmaker or industry leader who has helped distinguish cinema as an art 
form.  Additionally, the Film Society presents a year-round calendar of 
programming at its Walter Reade Theater and offers insightful film 
writing to a worldwide audience through Film Comment magazine. 



  

 


